
Free Genealogy Resources Guide

Discover budget-friendly tools and websites to explore your family history without a paid
subscription.

Free Genealogy Websites and Databases

• FamilySearch.org – Millions of free digitized records and family tree tools.

• Find A Grave – Volunteer-driven cemetery records and photos.

• USGenWeb Project – State and county websites with local records and transcriptions.

• Ellis Island & Castle Garden Records – Search passenger lists for immigrant ancestors.

• Chronicling America (Library of Congress) – Free digitized historical newspapers.

Free Tools to Organize Your Research

• Gramps – Open-source family tree software.

• Family Tree Builder (MyHeritage) – Free software version available.

• Google Drive/Docs/Sheets – Organize notes, timelines, and stories.

• Canva – Free for simple family tree charts and visuals.

Local and Community Resources

• Public Libraries – Many offer free access to Ancestry Library Edition or HeritageQuest.

• Historical & Genealogical Societies – Local indexes and volunteer lookups.

• Cemeteries & Courthouses – Records still available in person at many locations.

Tips for Free Genealogy Research

• Start with what you know by recording family details first.

• Search broadly across multiple sites.

• Be patient—free research may take more digging.

• Use free trials strategically when available.
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