Creating a Disaster Plan for Your Genealogy

Creating a disaster preparedness plan for genealogy is crucial to protect your valuable family history
records.

Here are some key steps to include:

1. Assess Your Assets: Identify and list all important genealogical records, documents, photos, and
heirlooms. Determine which items are irreplaceable and prioritize their protection.

2. Digitize Records: Scan and create digital copies of all important documents and photos. Store these
digital files in multiple locations, such as external hard drives, cloud storage, and with trusted family
members.

3. Create Backups: Regularly back up your digital files. Use both local (external hard drives) and
remote (cloud storage) backup solutions to ensure redundancy.

4. Protect Physical Items: Store physical records and heirlooms in a safe, dry, and climate-controlled
environment. Use acid-free storage materials to prevent deterioration.

5. Emergency Contact List: Maintain a list of emergency contacts, including family members, local
utilities, repair services, and your insurance agent. Designate an out-of town contact for family
members to check in with during an emergency.

6. Evacuation Plan: Have a plan in place for quickly evacuating with your most important genealogical
items. Keep a "grab-and-o" bag with essential documents and digital backups.

7. Insurance: Ensure your home insurance policy covers valuable genealogical items. Document and
photograph your collection for insurance purposes.

8. Regular Updates: Periodically review and update your disaster preparedness plan. Ensure all digital
backups are current and that physical items are stored properly.

By following these steps, you can help safeguard your genealogical records and ensure they are
preserved for future generations.
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