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Ethical Guidelines for Sharing Family History 
 

Sharing your family history is one of the most rewarding aspects of genealogy. It connects 

generations, preserves memories, and can inspire others. However, it also carries 

responsibilities. These ethical guidelines will help you share family stories, records, and 

research in ways that are respectful, accurate, and considerate of others. 

1. Respect Privacy 

Always protect the privacy of living individuals. Do not share sensitive information such as 

dates of birth, addresses, or medical details without consent. Even when details seem 

harmless, ask yourself whether the person would be comfortable having them shared. 

2. Obtain Permission 

Before publishing photos, letters, or personal stories, seek permission from those involved 

or their immediate family. A quick conversation can prevent misunderstandings and 

maintain trust. 

3. Handle Sensitive Topics with Care 

Family history may uncover painful truths—such as adoptions, illegitimacy, or criminal 

records. Share such findings thoughtfully, and consider whether all details need to be 

public. Focus on telling the story with empathy and respect. 

4. Strive for Accuracy 

Clearly distinguish between proven facts, strong evidence, and speculation. Avoid 

presenting assumptions as truth. When in doubt, include notes about the reliability of your 

sources. 

5. Give Proper Credit 

Acknowledge sources, whether they are official records, fellow researchers, or family 

members. Giving credit not only shows respect but also helps others verify and build on 

your work. 

6. Respect Cultural and Religious Traditions 

Some cultures and families have traditions or restrictions about sharing certain names, 

images, or stories. Be mindful of these customs and ask when unsure. 

7. Avoid Exploitation 

Do not use family history for personal gain at the expense of others. Be especially cautious 

about selling or commercializing stories that involve other people’s lives. 
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8. Share Responsibly Online 

Once information is posted online, it may spread quickly and permanently. Consider using 

private family groups, password-protected sites, or selective sharing options if you are 

concerned about wide exposure. 

9. Be Inclusive 

Family history belongs to everyone in the family, not just the researcher. Involve relatives 

when possible, invite their input, and listen to their perspectives. 

10. Think About Legacy 

Remember that what you share today may be read by future generations. Present stories 

with honesty, balance, and compassion so they reflect not just the facts but also the human 

spirit behind them. 

By following these guidelines, you can ensure that your family history is shared with 

integrity and respect. Your work will not only preserve the past but also foster trust, 

connection, and understanding among present and future generations. 
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