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Glossary of Terms 

 

A library is a repository, but a repository may not be a library. 

A repository is any place records are stored for safekeeping. Many digital repositories 
can be accessed online. Repositories are still present in the real, bricks-and-mortar 
world, though. The difference between visiting a repository and a library is that a library 
is intended for public use for research and leisure, and (usually) allows items to be 
checked out, with a library card. A repository may or may not allow checking out of 
materials. 

What is an Archive? 

An archive also is a type of repository, but with a focus mainly on non-current primary 
records—those created at the time the related event occurred. In addition, an archive 
usually does not allow material to be checked out. An archive’s main goal is to do just 
that: archive. There’s little to no general circulation of the materials.   Of course, there’s 
an overlap in the type of holdings and the functions of these institutions, and you’ll likely 
find yourself using all three as you discover your family history. 

What is a Genealogical Artifact?  
A family artifact is typically a physical item that has special value to your family because 
it belonged to someone who is no longer living, was given to you by a parent or 
grandparent, or tells an important story about someone in your family. Sometimes family 
artifacts are old and have been passed down for many generations, and other times 
they are newer items. These items can be bibles, books, photos, clothing, quilts, 
medals, and jewelry to name a few. While these are artifacts, they can also be 
considered heirlooms.  

Creative Commons (CC) license 
Creative Commons license is one of several public copyright licenses that enable the 
free distribution of an otherwise copyrighted "work". A CC license is used when an 
author wants to give other people the right to share, use, and build upon a work that the 
author has created.  

Codicil  
A codicil is a legal document that allows a person to make changes to their will without 
having to create an entirely new will. It is used to add, remove, or modify provisions in a 
will, if the changes are not too significant. 
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