Genealogy Starter Kit: What to Do First (and What to Skip)

This guide is designed to help you begin your genealogy journey with clarity and
confidence. You do not need expensive subscriptions or advanced tools to get started. The
most important step is understanding what to do first—and what can wait.

Start With Yourself

Begin by recording what you already know. Your own memories and family knowledge
form the foundation of accurate research.

Work Back One Generation at a Time

Focus on parents and grandparents before moving further back. Genealogy research works
best when each generation is documented carefully.

Gather Records Before You Search Online

Look for family records, photographs, letters, and documents at home. These often contain
clues that online databases do not provide.

What to Skip (For Now)

e Chasing hints before verifying known information

e Copying online family trees without checking sources
e Researching multiple family lines at once

e Assuming records are accurate without evidence
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