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What to Preserve First: A Genealogy Priority Guide 
 

Not everything can be preserved at once. This guide helps you decide what genealogy 

materials should be protected first when time or resources are limited. 

 

High Priority Items 

 

• Original documents and certificates 

• One-of-a-kind photographs 

• Unrecorded family stories 

• Research notes and source citations 

 

Lower Priority (Can Wait) 

 

• Duplicate digital files 

• Unsorted hints or trees 

• Non-essential images 

 

 


