How to Back Up Your Genealogy Research

Follow the 3m2m1 Backup Rule

m Keep three copies of your genealogy files
m Store two copies on different devices

m Keep one copy offmsite or in cloud storage

Backup Locations

m Primary computer where you actively work
m External hard drive updated regularly

m Cloud storage service for offmsite protection

Files to Include in Backups

Family tree databases

Photographs and scanned documents

Research notes and reports

Downloaded historical records

DNA match information and analysis notes

Backup Routine

m Schedule regular monthly backups
m Test your backups occasionally to ensure they work
m Update backups whenever you add new research

m Keep backup drives in a safe location

Courtesy of AncestrySeeking.com
© 2025 Barbara Beauregard. All rights reserved. For educational and personal reference only. You may



share this handout unchanged and with full attribution, but it may not be sold or republished without
permission.



